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GIOVANNI DELLACASA (*) e MARCO DELLACASA (*) - 


A NEW NEOTROPICAL SPECIES OF 
APHODIUS SHARING LARGE SCUTELLUM 


(COLEOPTERA: APHODIIDAE) 


Aphodius (Neodiapterna) togno ni n. sp. 


Ovalis, fortiter convexus, nitidus, glaber. Niger, pronoti angulis anticis et elytrorum 
apice interdum rufescentibus. Capite epistoma convexo, microreticulato, subtiliter et regu- 
lariter punctato; clypeo medio leviter sinuato, omnino marginato, lateribus rotundatis; 
genis haud auriculatis, parum prominulis; sutura frontali mutica, fere obsoleta. Pronoto 
dupliciter et irregulariter punctato; angulis posticis obtusis; basi immarginato. Elytris 
crenato-striatis; interstitiis disco modice, apicem versus distinctius, convexis et fortiter 


microreticulatis, subopacis. 


Type locality: Bolivia: Sivingalito, m 2000, Zona Pampagrande, Dep.to S.ta 
Cruz, Prov. Florida. | 

Type depository: Museo Civico di Storia naturale “G. Doria”, 
Genoa. 


Derivatio nominis: named in honour of the collector Gianni 
Tognon, Genoan entomologist. 


Description: length 5-6 mm; stout, strongly convex, shiny, gla- 
brous. Black, front angles of pronotum and apex of elytra often yel- 
lowish. 

Head with epistome feebly gibbous at centre, distinctly microreti- 
culate and regularly finely punctured; clypeus faintly sinuate at middle, 
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broadly rounded at sides, completely strongly bordered; genae rounded, 
feebly more protruding than eyes, neither auriculate nor bristled; fron- 
tal suture not at all tuberculate, faintly impressed. Pronotum shiny, 
moderately transverse, strongly convex, doubly irregularly punctured; 
larger punctures irregularly sparsely scattered on disk, more dense near 
front and hind angles, latter distinct, obtuse; sides regularly rounded; 
base not bordered. Scutellum narrowly elongately triangular, nearly flat 
at base, moderately convex and apically acuminate, faintly sparsely 
punctured. Elytra regularly strongly convex, rather stout; striae deep, 
distinctly crenulate; interstices sparsely and rather finely punctured, 
shiny and feebly convex on disk, more distinctly convex and strongly 
microreticulate so rather dull apically. First segment of hind tarsi lon- 
ger than superior apical spur of tibia and nearly as long as following 
three combined. Male: fore tibiae apical spur relatively shorter and 
stouter, more strongly curved downward; pronotum more convex and 
more sparsely punctured on disk; metasternal plate distinctly concave. 
Female: fore tibiae apical spur relatively slender and more acuminate, 
less distinctly curved downward; pronotum less convex and more den- 
sely punctured on disk; metasternal plate nearly flat. 


Bionomy: coprophagous species, collected in cow dung at the bor- 
der of a thin forest. 


Distribution: the taxon is so far known from type locality only. 


Material examined: nine specimens, all from the typical locality 
and collected on 15th December 1996, preserved as follows: 


— holotype (male) and allotype (female) in Genoa Museum; 
— two paratypes (male and female) in Dellacasa collection, Genoa; 


— five paratypes (2 males and 3 females) in Tognon collection, Genoa. 


Remarks 


The new species is easily distinguishable as follows from Apho- 
dius (Neodiapterna) erichsoni Harold, 1861, up to date the sole taxon 
ascribed to this subgenus: i 


| — Elytral interstices flat, quite shiny; clypeus faintly bordered; genae 
subauriculate; sides of pronotum feebly sinuate before hind angles, lat- 
ter subacutely prominent. Length 7-9 mm. Argentine, Brazil, Paraguay 
Se E e ss iiss . apna es ses. se 0. eee T 


— Elytral interstices shiny and feebly convex on disk, more convex and 
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Figs.: 1. Habitus of Aphodius (Neodiapterna) erichsoni. 2. Habitus of Aphodius 
(Neodiapterna) tognoni. 3. Scheme of Neodiapterna epipharynx.. 4-5. 
Aedeagus of A. erichsoni (dorsal and ventral view). 6-7. Aedeagus of A. 


tognoni (dorsal and ventral view). 
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dull apically; clypeus strongly bordered; genae not auriculate; sides of 


| 


E 
A 


SMI 
4 G. DELLACASA e M. DELLACAS | 
pronotum regularly rounded, hind angles obtuse. Length 5-6 mm. 
DO a ee ce ee. tognoni n. sp. - 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Our grateful thanks are due to our friend Gianni Tognon who gave us the opportunity 
to describe the new taxon collected by him during one of his naturalist journeys to 
Southern America. . | 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


DELLACASA G., 1986 - A world-wide revision of Aphodius sharing a large scutellum 
(Coleoptera Scarabaeidae Aphodiinae) - Frustula Entom., Pisa, n. s. 7-8 (= 20221): 
173-282. 


SUMMARY 


Aphodius (Neodiapterna) tognoni, new species from Bolivia is herein. described and 
the key of Neodiapterna species is also given. 


RIASSUNTO 


Viene descritto Aphodius (Neodiapterna) tognoni, nuova specie di Bolivia. Sono 
messi in evidenza i caratteri distintivi rispetto ad Aphodius erichsoni Harold, 1861, specie 


tipo e finora unico rappresentante del sottogenere Neodiapterna Dellacasa G., 1986. 
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